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to the whole company, and each dish served for two
guests; while eating, they conversed together on
indifferent matters; and when they had finished their
repast they withdrew,—carrying away according to
their custom, what remained on their dishes.

The Illinois do not give those feasts that are cus-
tomary among many other Savage Tribes, at which a
person is obliged to eat all that has been given him,
even should he burst. When any one is present at
such a feast and is unable to observe this ridiculous
rule, he applies to one of the guests whom he knows
to have a better appetite, and says to him: ‘‘My
brother, take pity on me; I am a dead man if thou
do not give me life. Eat what I have left, and I will
make thee a present of something.”” This is their
only way out of their perplexity.

The Illinois are covered only around the waist,
otherwise they go entirely nude; many panels with all
sorts of figures, which they mark upon the body in
an ineffaceable manner, take with them the place of
garments. It isonly when they make visits, or when
they are present at Church, that they wrap themselves
in a cloak of dressed skin in the summer-time, and
in the winter season in a dressed skin with the hair
left on, that they may keep warm. They adorn
the head with feathers of many colors, of which
they make garlands and crowns which they arrange
very becomingly; above all things, they are careful
to paint the face with different colors, but especially
with vermilion. They wear collars and earrings
made of little stones, which they cut like precious
stones; some are blue, some red, and some white as
alabaster; to these must be added a flat piece of
porcelain which finishes the collar. The Illinois are



